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From.GKOltGE ARMSTRONG, Rome, January 22 


• A cmifessert Belgian spy, ’ 
who cteimed. to be working 
fbr tlie Soviel Union, has had ' 
espionage charges against 
him dropped by an investiga- 
.ting an'agistrate Sn. Naples , • 
■even though he was caught' 
last July in i^osSession of a 
large box of secret documents 
he had stolen from the head- 
quarters df the United States 
Sixth Fleet near Naples, 

He will now face trial on ■ 
a simple charge of theft ahd 
being in the unauthorised 
possession of a pistol.- , 5 \ 
The magistrate. Signor Gio- ■ 
vanni d’Amore. ' explained 
. that the espionage charge . 

' was being dropped against 
Robert Eugene de Bruyeker, 
aged 28. because '■ the illicit 
acts were not committed 
against, the Italian Republic 


but against a foreign State, 
as the place from which the 
documents wore taken is a 
NA'fO support office." 

Though ■ the spy was 
arrested by the US 
Marines in the NATO base, 
ho . was, as Is customary, 
handed over to teh Italian 
authorities for prosecution. 

De Bruyeker entered the 
naval base at Agnano, near 
Naples, in a coach which was 
taking American sailors, also 
in civilian clothes, back from 
their town leave. He entered 
the offices of the Naval 
lnvesti.gative Service during 
the Ounch break and filled a 
box with documents which 
the Italian police said could 
cause “ grave damage '* to 
NATO operations. - 

Tlie, documents oomerned 
•similar offices in Athen.s and 
ih Romo, and. included maps. 


deciphering and security i 
manuals and Information' 

' about' ship motement.s aMl 
.special agents. ■ . 

The box of stolen docu-,. 
ments was too heavy to cartyj 
.under one ami, and De 
Bruyeker heard the armoured 
door of the security office;, 
slam shut behind him a{; he i 
left, leaving his ovefmght ... 
travelling case inside. ’ , ■ 

He hid in a laboratory for 
nearly 10 hours, waiting for ■: 
the office door to be automa- l 
' .tically reopened again. It was-' 
when he was retrieving hiS 
case that he was caught ' by i 
an American marine. • ■ . •o 
The contents of his cas^i 
liticluded a steel ' hammer,'''! 
gloves, a file, IJiis passport,'"', 
toothpa.ste and toothbrush, a I'-.l 
copy of Playboy magazine, 'IJ 
, and nine photograp'hs ' Of ' i 
tran.sve’.slites.-' '■ .'■'i 
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